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EPA to announce standards

for Bay-Delta water quality

By Cecily Burt

STAEWHTE"I

It's so easy to- get lost-among the nnger—hke rivers,
sloughs and creeks that feed the Delta. The miles of wa~

terways are a water skiér's mecca and a8 fisherman's
dream.

And for years, frouble brewed just bex\eath the sur-
face as water users, environmentalists- and.state and

federal agencies wrangled over who deserved ta-get the-

precious water: the dwindling fish'pophlations or the
people.

But the Delta’s problems are about to take a turn for .

the better.

A year after being forced to step in and protect the
Delta because the state had failed to do so, the U.S. En-
vironmerntal Protection Agency today will present long-

awsited water quality standards.to protect endangered '

fish and restore water quality to the entire battered es-
tuary while preserving the rights of water, users,” . >

The U.S. Department of Fish and Game and Nanonal
Marine Fisheries Service.are also expected .to define
critical habitat requirements $o boost populaﬂons of en-

dangered Delta smelt, winter-run chinook salmion and -

Sa.cramento splittail.

Jump-slart Deita

But. perhaps ‘most importantly, for the first time
since 1878, state officials are ready to announce 2
water quality plan that will eventualy:zeplace the fed-
eral standards as an adequate agenda to.jump-start the
Delta towsrd the long read to recovery for the next
three years..

“All told, (the plans) should provide a co
rehen-
mappm&h erusumngﬁshhabmlsinthengayand
are protected while minimizing impacts on water
zsguPppkes for agriculture and urban water users,”. said
A spokesman Bill Glenn. “We tried to Jook at i:h&e
giﬂtlogethex and integrate the requirements to come

a plan that meets all the biological needs of t.hg

The Delta and the Sacramento caquin,
ay

ngésmatwppb'nwi&lﬁwhwaterm“&lgge;lwd of

onuas fishing, urban and .egricultural commu-

'l‘wo-thlrds of the sizbe S population and millions of
of agricultural land receive all or pazt of theu'
Water supphes grom the Bay-Deita system.

o wa::erwasoncehometo 120 thrivk
spec:es of fish. But years ofplnnpmgwatcrﬂ:roughthe
tsjt:;te S;nrg ie;iveemlmwammjecs to users up and.down
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o Plzgk f&n the - statd’s ‘ever-,

e of fresh water po N0 v wena,
lowed salty Bay water tdrencroach féiﬂ:er m,boougg
qmremd flevels and depleting the essential ir '
or spa
Salz::xt:hd svrvt?elltt'g a:éxce abmgnanmtspeu&s ot”chmook
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protect the fish and restore.the once pristine water
supply to its original state.

Users found themselves trying w coraply with federal
stanttes, from the Clean Water Act to the Endangered.
Spacies.Act, and .the Central Valley. Proiect Improves, :
ment Act. :

Business leaders moaned about the uncertainty of fu-
ture water supplies-in cage federal agencxes :decided
new fish species were threatened. -

Agricultural and urbsn.water users lined up on ane
Slde of the issue and environmentalists on the other.

Andmthemeanﬂme,wazerwasbelngpmnped
thmughthe federal and state water pumps at record

Fedem( ana sware ottictals had worked for months l
— and furiously the past two weeks — with urban'water
use:qandagnculmralnuatatsmmeetmday's deadline
forunveﬂmgamuﬁedphnd&gnedtopmted:&xeen— l
tire Delta ecosystem,mt;ust one ﬁsh.or another..

“!tisavezyimparmt step to have the four agencies
talking with'a unifie yoice — we'might actually have a
package that everybo@ accepts without years of litiga- '
tion,” said Barry Nelson, executive director of Save San
Francisco Bay Assaciation.

And although it may fall short of what environmen-
talists had hoped fot, it is a.start. And it demonstrates l
an unprecedented show of cooperation between state ;
and federal agenc.ies |

In its draft proposal last year, the EPA had originally :
set 1.6 million acre-feet as the total amount of fresh ; l
wa\‘erthatcouldnolonzer.bedzvertedﬁomnvm
feeding the Delta.” :

Agriculrural and uroan water users- had insisted
throughout they could ‘give up no more than 1 miilion l
scre-feet, a- limit’ environmentalists couldn't live with
without other ways to ensure protections for fish, said °
Dave Behar, ed:rectorof'meBayInsnm:e

Afllm nouce,;the two sides had compromised at '
1.1 miltion acze—,feptdxmng drought years. -

"I'tuswillbe*aumﬁed approach ~— we can use the
same unit of wafs to accomplish a:nuimber of different
goals,” said TimVendlinski, lee scientist for the EPA,

Freshwatermnr

The standards ‘will inctude salinity criteria for Suisun
Bsy — the nursery of the Bay-Delta and the place where
saltandfreshwazernux. It also includes smolt survival
targets in the Sacmmenm and - San‘.loaqum rivers be-
cause the side effects of pumping cieate flow reversals
anddragtheﬁshmmthepxmps, said'Glem. .

\ The ép;l:njalso Incfudad fish spawningf cntena‘m ge
ower . oaqninsan ¢riteria for: msmtammg e
SuismearE‘hudalwetIandsasabmchshma:sh .

. “We wantto: dedde onice and for all what's needed
for endmvg&edoxthrea(énedspedes, or any future
species that comes’dovwn the nike.” said EPA Bay-Delta
expert Patrick Wright
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